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ABSRACT

This study focused the status of school facilities in
public secondary schools of Dibrugarh District,
Assam, India with Hai District, Kilimanjaro,
Tanzania. A descriptive survey design was used to
describe, analyse and compare the prevailing
conditions of the school facilities in the two districts.
The study schools were 163 public secondary schools
in Dibrugarh District and 31 in Hai district. 26
schools (16 in Dibrugarh and 10 in Hai) in
conjunction with the Principals/Heads were selected
with purposive sampling technique. Materials were
gathered by observation checklists and opinions of
the respondents in terms of experiences, knowledge
and practices. In the smaller schools with fewer than
five classrooms, all classrooms were observed; in the
larger schools, 5 classrooms were randomly selected
for observation. Administrative blocks, classrooms,
libraries, laboratories, health and hygiene facilities,
and sports facilities were evaluated through the
checklist. The results showed that there were
significant differences in the condition of the school
facilities between the two districts. But both districts
had short staffed administrative offices, overcrowded
classrooms, poorly equipped libraries and
laboratories, inadequate washrooms, poor sports
facilities and lack of medical rooms and cafeteria
facilities. Structural problems such as cracked walls
and floors, limited learning space, lack of light and
ventilation had a negative impact on teaching and
learning. The study finds significant renovations and
upgrades of school facilities are desperately needed.
It suggests that enhanced government support and
collaboration with NGOs be made to provide
adequate, safe and well-equipped facilities to
improve the quality of education and the academic
performance of students.

Keywords: School Facilities, Public Secondary
Schools, Status of School Facilities, Dibrugarh
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I. INTRODUCTION

School facilities are essential tools for
effective teaching, learning, school administration,
and students' overall well-being. Classrooms,
administrative offices, libraries, laboratories, sports
grounds, water supply, sanitary facilities, and other
infrastructure significantly affect the quality of
learning and the learning environment. Well-
maintained and adequately equipped school facilities
enhance students' academic performance, improve
teachers' effectiveness, promote safety, and
contribute to achieving educational goals.

Although the governments of India and
Tanzania have been working to improve educational
infrastructure, there are still gaps in the availability
and condition of public secondary school facilities.
The geographical, administrative, and socio-
economic background against which the provisions
and management of school facilities occur differ
between the Dibrugarh District of Assam, India, and
the Hai District of Kilimanjaro, Tanzania. Some
schools have sufficient, good-quality facilities, while
others still have poor physical conditions, shortages,
overcrowding, lack of access to key facilities, and
poor maintenance.

It is therefore necessary to evaluate the
condition of school facilities in Public Secondary
Schools to determine the existing strengths,
challenges, and areas for improvement. A
comparative analysis of the available, accessible, and
physical condition of school facilities in Public
Secondary Schools of Dibrugarh District, Assam,
India and Hai District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania is
presented in this section. The comparison provides
insight into the similarities and differences between
the two districts and identifies opportunities to
improve the fostering of safe, inclusive, and
supportive learning environments. Public Secondary
Schools face inadequate school facilities, including
poor-quality laboratories, libraries, power, and water
supply, as noted by Kaburi and Arshad (2016).
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The maintenance culture of the school
facilities and lack of financial resources also
contribute to the condition of the existing
infrastructures in the schools, with the schools having
a larger number of existing infrastructures that
require high resolution, as stated by Izobo-Martins
(2014). Takwate (2018) reported that inadequate
school facilities and weak maintenance of the
facilities is one of the key challenges in educational
institutions affecting poor performance. School
facilities, such as the condition of school buildings,
have a positive or negative effect on teacher and
student performance. Good ventilation, lighting and
acoustics improve performance; poor ventilation,
lighting and acoustics detract from performance.
Earthman (2002) studied. The condition of public
school facilities was surveyed by the U.S.
Department of Education, Office of Educational
Research and Improvement (2000), the condition of
building features (floors, roofs, interior walls,
windows, plumbing, ventilation, electric power, and
the like features) was found that are not good, this is
because of the overcrowding student which comes
from the enrollment more than each year.

This paper provides an overview of the
status of the school facilities in Dibrugarh District,
Assam, India, and Hai district, Kilimanjaro,
Tanzania. School facilities are vital for ensuring a
safe, accessible, and conducive environment for
teaching and learning. The availability and condition
impact the quality of education, students' academic
achievement and the effective delivery of educational
services. The status of the school facilities has been
influenced by the Right to Education (RTE) Act,
2009, as well as the Samagra Shiksha Programme
(2018) aimed at providing and improving school
infrastructure in Dibrugarh District, Assam, India. In
spite of these efforts, there are still many Public
Secondary Schools facing problems of lack of basic
facilities and maintenance issues.

Likewise, the Education and Training
Policy (2014) and the revised version from 2023, the
Fee-Free Basic Education Policy (2016), and the
School Board and School Management Guidelines
(2018) guide the school facilities in Hai District,
Kilimanjaro, Tanzania. While these policies have
contributed to increased enrolment and enhanced
infrastructure, several schools continue to experience
poor infrastructure and equipment, lack of
maintenance, and budget restrictions. Overall, while
both districts have made efforts to improve school
facilities through government policies and
stakeholder participation, challenges related to the
availability, adequacy, and condition of facilities
remain. The problems that emerge from these

challenges point to the need for good planning, good
use, good maintenance and effective collaboration
among stakeholders to ensure quality learning
environments in Public Secondary Schools.

According to Ojedele (2004), the
components of educational facilities include school
resources, instructional facilities, and the physical
environment of the school, all of which are intended
to facilitate successful teaching and learning. From
Alimi's (2004 view, school facilities are the physical
resources that improve teaching and learning
processes. In the study of school facilities, Asiabaka
(2008) discusses school facilities as long- and short-
term structures, including laboratory equipment,
blackboards, teachers' tools, etc., which are useful in
the process of teaching and learning. Aluede et al.
(2012) defined school facilities as the equipment or
tools used in the educational functioning of a school,
such as school buildings, classrooms, libraries,
electrical power supplies, water supplies,
toilets/washrooms, furniture, and playing grounds.
According to Akpabio (2015), school facilities are
the physical resources made available to teaching and
learning personnel and pupils to facilitate teaching
and learning and achieve quality education in the
school. Kaburi & Arshad (2016) defined ‘school
facilities' as all the facilities or equipment necessary
for the effective implementation of education, such as
the school building, classrooms, outdoor learning and
play areas, furniture, safety water and sanitation
facilities, administration blocks, storage areas,
canteens, boarding facilities, teachers, libraries,
laboratories, and maintenance rooms.

II. REVIEW OF RELATED
LITERATURE

Arshad et al. (2018) conducted a study to analyze the
condition of school facilities management in Punjab,
Pakistan. The findings showed that schools' physical
facilities played a significant role in students'
learning progress. This study found that ventilation,
greenery, recreational areas, medical supplies, and
modern lighting systems are important factors
influencing students' academic performance.

Awan (2018) carried out comparative study in
Punjab regarding school facilities. The results of the
study indicated that physical facilities, such as school
buildings, natural light, and ventilation, were
comparatively better in public schools, while some
facilities, such as electricity, artificial light in
studying rooms, drinking water, and toilet facilities,
were better in private schools.

Nurabadi et al. (2020) researched on the presence of
school resources and infrastructure in increasing the
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quality of education in Indonesia. The study shows
that facilities with a student ratio exist in every school
and so do infrastructure with a student ratio that can
enhance the quality of the school.

A study was conducted by Kanayochukwu et al.
(2020) in Kaduna state Nigeria on the status of school
facilities. The study concluded that lack of
educational facilities has negative impacts on
students learning, and that poor educational facilities
conditions, lack of government intervention, lack of
funding and vandalism are connected.

Derese and Marisennayya (2023) conducted a study
carried out in Ethiopia, Africa revealed that the
situation of school facilities and their impact on the
quality of education in government schools was
affected by the number, supply and quality, which
created a big dispute in teaching and learning
activities that negatively affect the quality of
education.

Lahon (2015) conducted a study on infrastructural
facilities in Public Secondary Schools in the state of
Assam, India. The study revealed that the majority of
the government Public Secondary Schools lacked
infrastructure facilities, due to poor funding.
Moreover, a school with poor infrastructure cannot
thrive, whereas a school with good infrastructure,
such as buildings, toilets, drinking water, and
adequate desks and tables, will achieve higher
academic outcomes, the researcher said.

In order to prove the accessibility of schools
facilities, Kapur (2018) conducted research on the
relation between the physical amenities of the school
(classrooms, water, electricity, boundary walls,
restrooms, furniture, recreational areas, libraries,
medical facilities) and the performance of the
students, that the presence of physical amenities
positively correlated with students' performance;
schools with good condition of physical amenities
assisted in high performance and high quality of
education.

The study of the availability and condition of school
facilities in India by Kapoor and Imam (2019) noted
that parents prefer private schools due to qualified
staff and more accessible school facilities compared
to government schools; however, government
schools have experienced increased enrolment,
which strains both material and human resources.
According to the study conducted by Jariwala and
Barot (2024), most of the Government Public
Secondary Schools are accessible with available
drinking water facilities, classrooms, and toilets, but
there is a huge number of facilities which are not
efficiently used, like playgrounds, library, computer,
computer lab, etc.

Sood and Balwant (2024) conducted a study on the
Present Status of Infrastructural Facilities of Public
Secondary Schools under Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhiyan (RAMSA) in Himachal Pradesh.
The study indicated that the majority of the sampled
schools had adequate facilities, while some had
inadequate infrastructure. The study found that the
presence of facilities is a major factor in improving
the quality of education and the performance of
institutions and students.

In the study on school facilities in Iringa District,
Mgimba and Mwila (2022) found that inadequate
facilities, such as libraries, laboratories, and
instructional materials, negatively affect students'
performance in schools. The study concluded that
School facilities play a significant role in the
provision of quality education and development.
Sakibu and Kamugisha (2022) did a study on
physical facilities in schools in Tanzania. The study
found that the schools lack adequate resources and
infrastructure, which makes teaching and learning
difficult. Mgimba and Mwila (2022) conducted a
study on the distribution of educational materials in
Misungwi, Tanzania. The study noted that proper
resource management led to the development of
quality education. The research, however, indicates
that the effective management of school facilities
depends on regular maintenance. Moreover, the study
revealed that a lack of resources and poor
maintenance directly impact the quality of teaching
and students' achievement in schools. Elihuruma
and Amos (2025) conducted research on the state of
school facilities in Tanzania. The study revealed that
most of the teaching and learning structures in public
schools were not inclusive, lacking features such as
ramps, special toilets, and special desks, indicating
inadequate teaching and learning facilities. The
studies as a whole showed disparities in educational
facilities worldwide and funding problems in many
regions, affecting safety, accessibility, and the overall
learning environment.

2.01 Research Gap

From the literature reviewed, there is limited
empirical information about the comparison of
school facilities management between Dibrugarh
district, Assam, India and Hai district, Kilimanjaro,
Tanzania. There are several studies on school
facilities management in India and Tanzania,
conducted separately. Therefore, this study aims to
bridge this gap and inform future researchers in both
countries about how school facilities management is
conducted in other parts of the world.

While a significant amount of research has been
undertaken on the subject of School Facilities, there
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are still areas that have not been fully explored to
demonstrate how effective innovation, best practices,
and current practices can improve student
performance in school facilities. This study is
important to fill in the gaps and bring recognition to
the researchers from this point onward, and ensure
further development.

III.  Significance of the Study

The study aimed to compare access to,
condition, planning, organization, maintenance, and
use of school facilities in Public Secondary Schools
in Dibrugarh District, Assam, India, and Hai District,
Kilimanjaro, Tanzania. The findings offer useful
information for policy makers, school administrators,
educational managers, NGOs, and communities to
enhance the management of school facilities and the
quality of education. The study also encourages the
sharing of best practices and best policies between
the two districts, so that stakeholders can learn from
one another about strategies for school facility
planning, organization, maintenance, and use.
Furthermore, the comparative approach contributes
to understanding cross-cultural phenomena and to
evidence-based decision-making to improve school
infrastructure and the learning environment.

In addition, the study tackles gaps in the
literature by conducting a thorough comparative
analysis of the facilities management in both districts.
It also provides a basis for future research and for
improving policies and practices for the effective and
sustainable management of school facilities in Public
Secondary Schools.

IV.  Objective of the Study
The research study is aim to analyse the conditions
of the school facilities available in Public Secondary
Schools in Dibrugarh District (Assam, India) and Hai
District (Kilimanjaro, Tanzania).

V.  Methodology:

51 Research design:

A descriptive research design was used in the study
because it allowed the researcher to describe and
compare the existing status of school facilities in the
two study districts (Dibrugarh District, Assam, India,
and Hai District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania). The design
used was appropriate, allowing the researcher to
gather factual data on the availability, accessibility,
adequacy, and physical condition of school facilities
as they stood at the time of the study, with no variable
manipulation.

The descriptive research design also allowed for
comparison of similarities and differences in the

status of school facilities between the two districts. It
offered a clear picture of the strengths, weaknesses,
and inequalities in school infrastructure, and hence
generated reliable baseline data for school planners,
administrators, and other school stakeholders to
enhance the provision and management of school
infrastructure.

5.2 Population

The study population included all 163 Public
Secondary Schools in Dibrugarh District, Assam,
India, and all 31 Public Secondary Schools in Hai
District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania. Also, the population
comprised all 163 Heads of Public Secondary
Schools in Dibrugarh District and 31 Heads of Public
Secondary Schools of Hai District.

53 Sample and Sample Size

The Public Secondary Schools, Principals/Heads and
Teachers were selected using purposive sampling.
Twenty-six (26) sampled Public Secondary Schools,
and Principals/Heads were selected, of which 16
were from Dibrugarh District, Assam, India, and ten
(10) were purposefully selected to represent others.

5.4 Source of Data

The information on the status of school facilities in
Public Secondary Schools of Dibrugarh District,
Assam, India, and Hai District, Kilimanjaro,
Tanzania, was gathered mainly through direct
observation using an observation checklist. The
researcher personally observed whether the school
facilities are available, accessible, adequate, and in
good physical condition, such as classrooms,
administration buildings, library, laboratories, toilets,
water supply, sports facilities, ICT facilities, and
other physical infrastructure.

Where necessary, school records and official
documents were consulted to determine facility
availability and use, to complement the observation
data. The direct observation method helped the
researcher obtain first-hand, objective, and reliable
information about the condition of the school
facilities, enabling accurate comparisons and
identification of inequalities in school infrastructure,
and hence generating reliable baseline data for school
planners and administrators to assess their status
across both districts.

The checklist helped the researcher to gather
information regarding the status of the following
dimensions: Administrative  buildings/blocks,
classroom buildings/blocks, library buildings/blocks,
Laboratory buildings/blocks, Health and hygiene
facilities, and Sports facilities
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5.5 Delimitation of the Study:

The study is restricted to the State Government and
the provincialized Public Secondary Schools (up to
X) and Senior Public Secondary Schools (up to XII)
of Dibrugarh district of Assam, India. In the Hai
district in Kilimanjaro, Tanzania is restricted to
Government Public Secondary Schools of form 1 to
form 4 (class IX — XII).

The study is delimited to the school facilities
available in secondary school (up to X) and senior
secondary school (up to XII) in Dibrugarh district,
Assam, India, and in the Hai district, Kilimanjaro,
Tanzania, the study is limited to the school facilities
available in Secondary school from form one up to
form four (1-4), considered as class IX-XII. During
the period from 2024 to 2025.

5.6 Data Collection Procedures:

Before data collection, the researcher completed all
official and institutional formalities to obtain
permission from the relevant authorities in the
selected districts. The researcher noticed several
ethical issues. For this research, the researcher
applied to the Inspector of Schools (IS) and the Public
Secondary Schools Authority of Dibrugarh district of
Assam, India, and to the District Administration
Secretary (DAS), District Education Officer (DEO)
in the Hai District of Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, and
school authorities (principals/heads) from both
districts for permission to conduct the study

The researcher selected a sample of all twenty-six
(26) public secondary schools, with sixteen (16) from
Dibrugarh district, Assam, India, and ten (10) from
Hai district, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, to collect data.
The researcher maintained confidentiality, meaning
all data collected remained confidential and was only
used for academic purposes. Lastly, the researcher
asked the school administration to give her
permission to take pictures for the study.

VI. FINDINGS OF THE STUDY:

6.1 The Status of Administrative Blocks and
Facilities available in the campus of Public
Secondary Schools in Dibrugarh district, Assam,
India, and Hai District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

The results revealed that administrative block
conditions were not uniform across the sampled
Public Secondary Schools in Dibrugarh District (16
schools) and Hai District (10 schools). Conditions in
walls (10 schools, 62.5%), floors (12 schools, 75%),
and lighting and ventilation (13 schools, 81.3%) were
better in Dibrugarh. However, Hai District did better

had the same problems with space limitations,
damaged doors, poor lighting and ventilation, and
cracked walls and floors. The results suggest a need
to renovate and improve administrative blocks in
both districts to create a safe working environment
conducive to school management, teaching and
learning, and student performance.

6.2 The Status of Classrooms Facilities
available in the campus of Public = Secondary
Schools in Dibrugarh district, Assam, India, and
Hai District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

The results indicated variations and similarities in the
status of the classrooms facilities in the sampled
public secondary schools of Dibrugarh District (16
schools) and Hai District (10 schools). Conditions for
classroom walls was better in Dibrugarh (9 schools,
56.3%), and for classroom floors (11 schools, 68.8%)
while fewer classrooms had poor teaching aids (5
schools, 31.3%). Conversely, Hai District did better
in classroom ceilings (6 schools, 60%), lighting and
ventilation (8 schools, 80%), classroom setup (8
schools, 80%), and teaching aids (5 schools, 50%).
Still, there were significant similarities among both
districts in the issues of classroom walls with minor
cracks, lack of classroom furniture, overcrowding,
and the need for newer teaching equipment. All
classrooms in Hai were built of permanent brick,
while some classrooms in Dibrugarh were built of
bamboo, which is not as durable or sustainable as the
bricks used in Hai.

6.3 The Status of Library Facilities available
in the campus of Public Secondary Schools in
Dibrugarh district, Assam, India, and Hai
District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

The results showed differences and similarities in the
condition of library facilities across the sampled
public secondary schools in Dibrugarh District (16
schools) and Hai District (10 schools). In Dibrugarh,
7 schools had Library buildings, 6 had good ceilings,
7 had well-organized bookshelves, and 7 had
adequate space, good lighting, and ventilation. In
Hai, there were 4 schools with library buildings; 3
had good cleanliness and hygiene, 4 had good
lighting and ventilation, and 4 had well-maintained
doors and functional locks. Nonetheless, there were
common issues in both districts, such as a lack of
library buildings, limited study areas, poor-quality
furniture, and damaged walls and floors. The results
of this study suggest that the construction and
renovation of library facilities should be undertaken
and maintained to facilitate effective teaching and

in office space (50%), ceilings (70%), and doors learning and enhance students' academic
(50%). Although the differences exist, both districts performance.
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6.4 The Status of Laboratory Facilities
available in the campus of Public Secondary
Schools in Dibrugarh district, Assam, India, and
Hai District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

The results showed similarities and differences in the
status of laboratory facilities in sampled public
secondary schools in the Dibrugarh and Hai districts.
Among the 12 schools, 10 (83.3%) had laboratory
buildings, 10 (83.3%) had reliable water and
electricity supplies, and 10 (83.3%) had laboratory
doors with working locks; however, some schools did
not have laboratory buildings. The laboratory
facilities were available in 10 schools, of which 6
(60%) were good in terms of cleanliness and hygiene,
7 (70%) had well-maintained walls, and 8 (80%) had
good ventilation in Hai. These differences
notwithstanding, both districts had some strengths
and weaknesses in the laboratory, indicating the need
for further enhancement and maintenance to make it
conducive to practical teaching and learning in both
districts, and to improve students' academic
performance.

6.5 The Status of Medical rooms/Clinics
Facilities available in the campus of Public
Secondary Schools in Dibrugarh district, Assam,
India, and Hai District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania
The findings indicated that there were similar
conditions of medical room and clinic facilities of the
sampled public secondary schools of Dibrugarh
District (16 schools) and Hai District (10 schools).
There was no medical room or clinic in any of the
sampled schools in both districts, highlighting a
shared issue in providing on-site health services. In
both districts, schools used alternative approaches to
meet the health needs of students and staff such as
having first aid kits on hand, providing referrals to
health services in the community, conducting health
education programming and maintaining emergency
communication contacts. The results underscore the
importance of establishing medical rooms or clinics
in public secondary schools to support first-aid
provision, improve emergency response, and
promote the health, safety, and well-being of
students, teachers, and other school staff.

6.6 The Status of Cafeteria/Canteen
Facilities available in the campus of Public
Secondary Schools in Dibrugarh district, Assam,
India, and Hai District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

The result showed that the cafeteria and canteen
facilities of the sample public secondary schools in
Dibrugarh District (16 schools) and Hai District (10
schools) are similar. A common problem facing the

sampled schools is the lack of a dedicated school
cafeteria/canteen in both districts. Schools used
alternative food provision arrangements, including
bringing in food from home or purchasing from local
providers, to meet students' and teachers' needs. The
results revealed the importance of having a canteen
or cafeteria in public secondary schools to enhance
students' nutritional status, health, well-being, and
teaching/learning environment.

6.7 The Status of Washroom/Toilet Facilities
available in the campus of Public Secondary
Schools in Dibrugarh district, Assam, India, and
Hai District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

The results indicated differences and similarities in
the condition of washroom and toilet facilities
between the sampled public secondary schools in
Dibrugarh District (16 schools) and Hai District (10
schools). Toilet facilities in schools in Hai were
generally better maintained, with cleaner walls,
ceilings, floors, doors, windows and a more reliable
water supply. In both districts, some schools had
clean, functional toilets with proper water and
cleaning materials, while others had damaged walls,
floors, doors, windows, and sinks, and lacked
adequate maintenance. Students and staff had limited
access and comfort due to poor sanitation and
unclean toilet environments. Based on these findings,
it is recommended that routine maintenance, better
sanitary habits and renovation of toilet facilities are
needed to ensure a safe, healthy and conducive school
environment.

6.8 The Status of Safe and Pure Water
Supply Facilities available in the campus of Public
Secondary Schools in Dibrugarh district, Assam,
India, and Hai District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania
The findings revealed differences in the condition of
safe and pure water supply facilities among the
sampled public secondary schools in Dibrugarh
District (16 schools) and Hai District (10 schools).
The water supply facilities in Dibrugarh schools were
comparatively good: water taps, tanks, sinks, and
other water sources were well-maintained; Aqua
Guards, springs, and a public water supply system
with good infrastructure supported the water supply.
By contrast, the majority of schools in Hai were
primarily dependent on public water supply systems
and frequently experienced water shortages, relying
on old taps, water tanks, and other facilities. The
results show that water facilities in Dibrugarh are
more reliable than in Hai, suggesting a need to
strengthen water infrastructure in Hai District to
ensure students and staff have a reliable supply of
safe drinking water.
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6.9 The Status of Sports Facilities available
in the campus of Public Secondary Schools in
Dibrugarh district, Assam, India, and Hai
District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania.

The results showed similarities and differences
between the sports facilities in the sampled public
secondary schools in Dibrugarh District (16 schools)
and Hai District (10 schools). In Dibrugarh, 10
schools (63%) had playgrounds in good or
satisfactory condition, and a few had changing rooms
in poor condition. In Hai, only 4 schools (40%) had
usable playgrounds, 6 (60%) had poorly maintained
ones, and none had changing rooms. However, both
districts had access to basic sports facilities, and
several common problems were observed, including
substandard playgrounds, insufficient water supplies,
and inadequate washrooms near sports grounds.
These deficiencies restricted students' access to safe
and effective sports and recreation opportunities.

VILDISCUSSION OF THE MAJOR
FINDINGS:

The results revealed that administrative
block conditions were not uniform across the
sampled Public Secondary Schools in the Dibrugarh
and Hai districts. Although the differences exist, both
districts had the same problems with space
limitations, damaged doors, poor lighting and
ventilation, and cracked walls and floors. The results
suggest a need to renovate and improve
administrative blocks in both districts to create a safe
working environment conducive to  school
management, teaching and learning, and student
performance. The study aligns with UNESCO (2007)
emphasized that effective teaching and learning rely
on proper school infrastructure in good condition,
including administrative buildings, classrooms,
libraries, laboratories, water supply, and sanitary
facilities. It also stated that schools lacking proper
facilities often struggle to provide quality education
and meet educational objectives.

Alexander and Lewis (2014) have argued
that the lack of school infrastructure, particularly
laboratory and science facilities, negatively affects
practical teaching and students' understanding of
science subjects. They stressed that modern and
functional facilities are necessary for quality
education. Their findings support the observation
made in this study that both districts have problems
with laboratory facilities, but that Hai has better
laboratory buildings than Dibrugarh.

The Findings revealed that there were
common issues in both districts, such as a lack of

library buildings, limited study areas, poor-quality
furniture, and damaged walls and floors. Also, both
districts have shortages of sports facilities, and other
essential infrastructure requiring improvement. This
findings aligns with Takwate (2018) said that many
schools, especially in developing countries, lack
sufficient libraries, sports facilities, and other
educational resources. The study also revealed that a
lack of maintenance and inadequate learning
resources negatively impact the quality of education.

The Findings revealed that observations
made in this study showed there is a lack and poor
condition of classrooms, ICT facilities, and sanitation
facilities in both Dibrugarh and Hai districts, which
can impact the quality of education provided. The
study, aligned with the World Bank (2016), found
that good school facilities (classroom, furniture,
water supply, sanitation, electricity, and ICT
facilities) are directly linked to better learning
outcomes, better student attendance, and better
teacher effectiveness. It also reported that many
schools in developing countries continue to face
shortages of these facilities.

Mgimba and Mwila (2022) noted that
school facilities are not enough; proper management,
maintenance and equitable distribution of school
facilities are also essential. They found that poor
facility conditions have a negative impact on student
learning and achievement. This is relevant to the
study finding that whilst there are some facilities in
both districts, many of these facilities are in poor or
only satisfactory condition and would benefit from
regular maintenance and renovation. In both districts,
some schools had clean, functional toilets with proper
water and cleaning materials, while others had
damaged walls, floors, doors, windows, and sinks,
and lacked adequate maintenance. Students and staff
had limited access and comfort due to poor sanitation
and unclean toilet environments. Based on these
findings, it 1is recommended that routine
maintenance, improved sanitary habits, and the
renovation of toilet facilities are needed to ensure a
safe, healthy, and conducive school environment.

The study showed that a major problem both
districts faced was the lack of a food service system
in the Public Secondary Schools, meaning that school
meal accessibility relied on external or individual
efforts, which could not be guaranteed to be reliable
or equitable for all students and staff. To make the
School Feeding Program (SFP) work, the Ministry of
Education, Science and Technology of Tanzania
(MoEST) and other ministries have been promoting
the use of SFPs in drought-prone districts like
Arusha, Dodoma, Manyara, Singida, Shinyanga, and
Navuri, as reported by a study by the Global Child
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Nutrition Foundation (GCNF) (2021). The first
national guideline for school feeding programs was
launched by the government in 2021. However, some
schools and stakeholders are not fully responsible for
the effective management of their children’s meals at
school (The World Bank, 2024; Shah, 2022; Mketo
et al., 2022). This indicates that schools in the study
areas have not sufficiently felt the need to start or
improve food and hygiene facilities.

Together, these studies offer a good
theoretical and empirical basis for your findings.
Their sustained evidence consistently illustrates that
the quality and appropriate provision of the school
environment are crucial to good management, quality
teaching, better learning outcomes, student safety,
and student achievement. The evidence you are
presenting in your comparative study is further
enriched by demonstrating the status and condition of
school facilities in Dibrugarh District, India and Hai
District, Tanzania and by identifying similarities in
infrastructure issues which need policy attention and
investment.

VIII.CONCLUSION:

The study findings indicate that the situation
of school facilities in the public secondary schools
sampled in Dibrugarh District, Assam, India and Hai
District, Kilimanjaro, Tanzania was different across
the various categories of school facilities. In the
classroom condition, library resources, laboratory
utility, safe water supply, and administration of some
sports facilities, Dibrugarh generally showed better
conditions while Hai showed better condition in
maintenance of administration block structures,
laboratory  buildings, = washroom  facilities.
Nevertheless, both districts experienced similar
issues such as shortage of classrooms, libraries,
laboratories, medical rooms, cafeterias and ICT
facilities, poor maintenance, overcrowding and old
facilities. These deficiencies will negatively impact
the quality of the teaching and learning environment
and the ability to deliver educational services
effectively. The overall results show that while both
districts have advanced to deliver basic school
facilities, significant investments are still needed in
the construction, rehabilitation, maintenance, and
equitable provision of school facilities in order to
achieve safe, inclusive and enabling school
infrastructure that enhances educational quality and
student academic achievement.
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