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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the status of corn
farm owners within a Farmers’ Association in
Barangay Onica, Kidapawan City, amidst fluctuating
prices of agricultural inputs and low corn crop prices.
A purposive sample of five officers from the
barangay’s farmers’ association participated in the
study. Through thematic analysis, the researcher
examined the responses of each participant regarding
their status, challenges, and strategies in corn
farming. The results indicated that the corn farmers
in Barangay Onica were primarily smallholders who
experienced low financial returns but remained
committed to corn farming. The challenges they
faced included low market prices for their crops, high
prices for agricultural inputs, oversupply in the
market, natural phenomena, and the inadequacy of
corn farming to meet their daily needs. In response
to these difficulties, the farmers suggested several
strategies, including crop rotation, expansion of corn
farming, support from the farmers’ association
through a 50:50 scheme, and the use of traditional
farming methods.

I. Background of the Study

Agriculture is one of the most
important aspects of human existence, as it
plays a huge part in the demands for human
consumption globally. It is also significant to
guarantee food security in a given nation. In
the Philippines, the government has policies

and programs to promote sustainable
agricultural practices, such as increasing
production and overall development of
agriculture to sustain the needs and supply of
the nation’s population.

Corn farming subsequently, according
to Balita (2023), production in the Philippines
during the year 2022 amounted to over eight
million metric tons, slightly lower than the
produced quantity of 8.29 million metric tons
in the previous year. Accordingly, farmers’
lands are susceptible to natural disasters,
such as floods, landslides, and droughts,
compounding their struggles and leading to
persistently low market prices for corn (Mayo
& Villarta, 2023). Thus, one reason that there
is a lower production of corn is due to its
price in the market.

The popular crops among the residents
of Barangay Onica, Kidapawan City, are corn
and sugarcane, but as time goes on, the cost of
agricultural inputs rises as well, and the
selling price of corn drops. Hence, this
phenomenon hurt the farmers; some even
took out debts to fund their farms, and after
that, they purchased it for less money. Due
to the low crop price, high demand for more
agricultural products, and the fluctuating
prices of agricultural inputs, several farmers
have given up on corn production. Though
several farmers retained in corn farming, this
is mostly due to the preference and suitability
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of crops in each area, in which corn is the
suitable crop that may only grow on their soil.

Low corn crop prices and the
fluctuating price levels of agricultural inputs
are the problems faced by corn farmers and
owners in the Philippines. This problem is
also evident within the barangay of Onica in
Kidapawan City as corn became one of the
staple crops and the majority of crop produce
in the area. Corn farmers in barangay Onica
can rarely benefit from corn farming. This
concern may cause these farmers to switch
farming to different crops or to minimize
corn crop production. Due to this, corn
farmers in the barangay still struggle with
their finances and crop income. Similarly, as
reported by the International Labour
Organization, the Philippine agricultural
workers and farmers have a significant
proportion who still live in poverty
conditions. Thus, this study emphasized the
difficulties of corn farm owners with the
current pricing system of corn crops and the
price level of agricultural inputs. This study
also aimed to determine the status of Onica
Farmers Association Corn Farm Owners
amidst fluctuating price levels of agricultural
inputs yet low corn crop prices in the market.
This phenomenological qualitative study is
necessary to be conducted as this is the first
research that focused on understanding the
status of corn farm owners in Barangay Onica,
Kidapawan City. Therefore, the result of this
study is a significant source in knowing the
existing problems and the status of corn farm
owners in barangay Onica amidst the fluctuating
prices of agricultural inputs and low corn crop
prices.

Statement of the Problem

This study focused on understanding the
experiences and difficulties of the corn farm
owners amidst the fluctuating price of
agricultural inputs and low corn crop prices as
well as the strategies these corn farmers
implemented to counter the difficulties
identified in this study.

Specifically, it sought to provide answers to the
following questions:

1. What is the status of corn farm
owners amidst the fluctuating price levels of
agricultural inputs and low corn crop prices?
2. What are the difficulties faced by
corn farm owners in fluctuating price levels of

agricultural inputs and low corn crop prices?
3. What are the strategies used by
corn farm owners amidst fluctuating price
levels of agricultural inputs and low corn crop
prices?

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Worldwide Status of Agriculture

Agriculture provides food, fiber, and
other products that sustain human life. It is one
of the most pervasive drivers of environmental
change on Earth through its direct and indirect
impacts on climate, biodiversity, land
degradation, and freshwater. = Croplands
occupy about 14 % of the total ice-free land
area on the planet, while pastures occupy about
26 %. Nearly half of the world’s agricultural
land (44 %) is in dry lands, mainly in Africa
and Asia, and supplies about 60 % of the
world’s food production. Most of this
production has been achieved through the Green

Revolution — improved seeds, chemical
fertilizers, enhanced technologies, and
irrigation.  Agricultural  production must

continue to meet the needs of a rapidly
growing global population. One estimate is
that over 1 billion hectares of "wild" land will
have to be converted to agriculture to feed the
global population by 2050. However, not all
land is suitable for agriculture and there is
intense and increasing competition for land
due to urbanization, bioenergy farming, forest
plantations, and protected areas (World Atlas
of Desertification, 2019).

The Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) in their Statistical Pocketbook in 2018,
stated that approximately 3.4 billion people —
or 45% of the world’s population — live in
rural areas. Roughly 2 billion people (26.7%
of the world population) derive their livelihoods
from agriculture. In 2016, an estimated 57% of
people in Africa were living in rural areas. 53%
of the population was economically active in
agriculture. In 2023, the FAO Statistical
Yearbook reported that agriculture employed
some 873 million people in 2021, or 27% of
the global workforce, compared with 1,027
million or 40% in 2000. In Asia, agricultural
employment has declined from 787 million to
581 million people, meaning that more than
one out of every four agricultural workers
have left the sector for another job outside

agriculture since 2000. In Europe, agricultural
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employment decreased by 49% from 34.4
million in 2000 to 17.5 million people in 2021.
During the same period, agricultural
employment in Africa increased from 164
million to 229 million people in 2021.
According to ReliefWeb (2023), the FAO (Food
and Agriculture Organization) released data
that agriculture employed 873 million people
in 2021, or 27% of the global workforce
compared with 40% in 2000. In addition, the
organization’s data also specified that the global
use of pesticides went up to 62% between
2000 and 2021 with America accounting for
half the use in 2021. From 2000-2021, the
production of crops grew by 54% reaching 9.5
billion tons, specifically four crops (rice,
sugarcane, maize, and wheat) accounted for
half the total.

Global Challenges of Farming and
Agriculture

In this part, it includes the following
challenges in agriculture globally:

Natural Phenomenon and Climate Change.
Agriculture is arguably the sector most
dependent on climate. Crops and livestock are
directly impacted by adverse local weather
and climate. Indirectly, food production is
affected by climate-driven fluctuations in
water resources, and — especially in
developing  countries the  processing,
transport, and storage of agricultural products
are also affected by weather (Climate
Copernicus n. d.). According to the United
States Environmental Protection Agency,
agriculture and fisheries are highly dependent
on the climate. Increases in temperature and
carbon dioxide (CO2) can increase some
crop yields in some places. But to realize these
benefits, nutrient levels, soil moisture, water
availability, and other conditions must also be
met. Changes in the frequency and severity of
droughts and floods could pose challenges for
farmers and ranchers and threaten food safety.
Meanwhile, warmer water temperatures are
likely to cause the habitat ranges of many fish
and shellfish species to shift, which could
disrupt ecosystems. Overall, climate
change could make it more difficult
to grow crops, raise animals, and catch fish.
The effects of climate change also need to be
considered along with other evolving factors
that affect agricultural production, such as

changes in farming practices and technology.

Issues in Commodity Chains. On the other
hand, despite agriculture’s tremendous
productivity, food shortages, malnutrition,
and famines are common around the world.
The problem is that this capacity is unevenly
distributed. Some countries produce much
more food than they need and others much
less. In addition, distribution systems are
inefficient, and much food is lost to waste or
spoilage. It is also true that in an agricultural
economy, food costs money, and worldwide
many people who are starving or
undernourished lack food because they cannot
pay for it, not because food itself is
unavailable. The commodity chain for
agricultural products begins in the farms
where plant and animal foods are produced.
Farmers generally do not sell their produce
directly to consumers, but instead sell to large
food processors that refine the food into a
more usable form(Scheib, 2023).

Agricultural Marketing. The term
agricultural marketing is composed of two
words- agriculture and marketing. Agriculture
generally means growing and/or farming
crops and livestock while marketing
encompasses a series of activities involved in
moving the goods from the point of
production to the point of consumption.
Agriculture, in the broadest sense, means
activities aimed at the wuse of natural
resources for human welfare, i.e., it includes
all the primary activities of production.
(Jeyaramya, 2021). Farmers have to find
buyers who will pay them a fair price for their
goods while also ensuring that they don’t sell
too cheap or too expensively. In many cases,
they are forced to sell their products at a low
price or even give them away because they
cannot find buyers. This situation creates
an incentive for small farmers not to produce
more than what they need for their consumption
(Jiva, 2024).

The Agriculture in the Philippines

The Philippines is the eighth-largest global
market and the top market in Southeast Asia
for exports of U.S. agricultural and related
products. Already an established and
dependable trading partner, the Philippines
continues to provide opportunities for
exporters because of its young, expanding
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population and increasing household income.
Despite  facing  logistical and  tariff
disadvantages, the United States continued to
be the largest single-country supplier of
agricultural and related products to the
Philippines, achieving a record high of $4.1
billion in exports in 2022, indicating a
10-percent increase year-over-year. Long-
standing trade relations and strong consumer
trust in U.S.- origin products, established over
decades, are valuable assets for exporters.
Diversification, particularly in consumer-
oriented products, is likely to be the path to
achieving annual records (International Trade
Administration, 2024)

Support to agricultural producers (Producer
Support Estimate, PSE) in the Philippines
averaged 22% of gross farm receipts in 2020-
22, like 20 years earlier but below a peak of
28% in 2014. The current support level is the
highest among the emerging economies
covered in this report. Although budgetary
support gained prominence over the last three
years, support to farmers continues to be
dominated by Market Price Support (MPS),
mainly provided by transfers from consumers.
In the study of Briones (2021), it is stated there
that in the Philippines, agriculture started
growing at an adequate pace in the 1960s and
1970s, and through the new technologies at the
time (e.g., the Green Revolution seeds).
Agribusiness also started in key export crops
(e.g., bananas and pineapple), with coconut
and sugarcane enjoying a worldwide
commodity price boom.

Corn Farming in the Philippines

Maize is the second most important
food crop (after rice) in the Philippines,
and the major source of income for one-third
of farmers (1.8 million). It is also the primary
source of feed for the Filipino poultry and
livestock industry and is being increasingly
used in the manufacturing sector. Rapid
economic growth and urbanization are
expected to create an even higher demand for
maize in the Philippines (Gerpacio et al.,
2004). Corn is an important crop in the
Philippines, contributing significantly to the
country's economy and serving as a major
source of livelihood for many farmers. It is
the second most important crop after rice, with
a large number of Filipino farmers depending on
maize for their livelihood. The adoption of

genetically modified (GM) corn has led to
increased productivity and income for corn
farmers, benefiting all income deciles. The use
of Bt corn, which is resistant to stem borer, has
helped sustain and increase corn production in
the country. The integration of organic and
inorganic fertilizers has been found to improve
the fertility of the soil and enhance the yield and
quality of corn products. The development of
mobile corn mills has also played a vital role
in achieving food self-sufficiency in the
country, particularly in remote areas. Overall,
the importance of corn in the Philippines lies in
its contribution to the economy, livelihoods, and
food security of the country (Naval & Dolojan,
2020).

The Department of Agriculture stated
that corn is the second most important crop in
the Philippines. About 14 million Filipinos
prefer white corn as their main staple, and
yellow corn accounts for about 50% of
livestock mixed feeds. Some 600,000 farm
households depend on corn as a major source
of livelihood, in addition to transport services,
traders, processors, and agricultural input
suppliers who directly benefit from corn
production, processing, marketing, and
distribution.

The corn industry in the Philippines
began when corn was considered another
staple crop in the country aside from rice.
The country has six common varieties:
sweet corn, wild violet corn, white lagkitan,
Visayan white corn, purple corn, and young
corn. Some of the country’s corn products are
exported, especially maize seeds and frozen
sweet corn (Balita, 2023). In the national
marketing year 2022- 2023, the Philippines
produced 8.26 million metric tons of maize,
which was a slight decrease from 8.29 million
metric tons produced in the previous year.
However, the Philippines' maize production was
forecast to reach 8.4 million metric tons in the
marketing year 2023-2024 (Ganbold. 2023).

Challenges of Corn Farming in the
Philippines

The Philippines has one of the lowest corn
yields among ASEAN countries, averaging only
4.215 metric tons per hectare in 2018, which is about
1 metric ton less than Indonesia's average. This low
yield is partly due to the small average farm size of
0.54 hectares, limiting farmers' ability to achieve
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economies of scale (Philippine Institute for
Development Studies, 2021). Climate change further
exacerbates corn productivity issues, and without
effective adaptation policies, the supply of corn will
be negatively impacted. Suggested measures include
strengthening crop insurance, improving irrigation
systems, disseminating climate information,
breeding improved corn varieties, adjusting cropping
calendars, and enhancing current cropping systems
(Hapinat & Montero, 2022). In 2022, approximately
2.53 million hectares were used for corn cultivation
in the Philippines, with production volume
fluctuating over the past decade (Balita, 2023).

Farmers in Malaybalay and Cabanglasan,
Bukidnon, face serious challenges in the corn
industry, contributing to high poverty levels among
them. Issues such as drought, strong winds, and
heavy rains have resulted in significant crop losses
over the past decade. Many farmers plant in sloped
areas prone to landslides, making them vulnerable to
extreme weather. For instance, Typhoon Pablo in
2012 led some farmers to experience zero yields due
to strong winds and rodent infestations.

Further, many farmers are burdened by debt
from financing, with some in debt for over eight
years. To avoid debt, they often resort to planting
cheaper corn varieties with lower yields, which
perpetuates their cycle of poverty. Limited access to
credit and unstable corn prices further restrict their
production capabilities and income stability. The
influx of corn imports exacerbates these challenges,
driving down prices and threatening farmers'
livelihoods, as they struggle to compete in an open
market (Manuel, 2018).

Price Fluctuations and High Agricultural Input
Costs. The sustainability of agricultural production
is influenced by the costs of production and farmers'
income. Rising input prices lead to decreased profit
margins and negatively impact production. Price
indices help assess farmers' purchasing power and
understand how price fluctuations affect agriculture
(Bayramoglu et al., 2022).

Price fluctuations result from multiple complex
factors, including yield wvariability and price
volatility, which disproportionately affect vulnerable
farmers. Structural issues, such as increased demand
from population growth and limited resources, may
lead to long-term supply and demand imbalances
(Huka et al., 2014). In the Philippines, fertilizer is
essential for boosting crop productivity, especially as
the population grows at about 2% per year. The
country requires 2.6 million metric tons of fertilizer
annually but imports 95% of it, making it susceptible
to external shocks like rising international oil prices,
which can increase domestic fertilizer costs

(Business Mirror, 2022).

Market Value of Corn Crop in the
Philippines. Prices don’t always rise after
harvest; therefore, farmers might choose to sell
right away rather than keep maize in hopes
of the chance of selling it later at a reduced
price, according to Cardell and Michelson
(2023). In the report of the Department of
Agriculture (2022), the agriculture
department, along with the corn stakeholders
and the provincial agriculture’s office in
Bukidnon, convened a discussion about the
low buying price of yellow corn. The price
range for yellow corn ranges from PHP. 9.00
to Php. 11.00 per kilo, affecting the corn
farmers in the region. Meanwhile, corn
importation for the region in 2019 reaches
87.742 mt from January to September, while
corn importation for 2022 is at 56.28 mt,
mostly coming from Myanmar, the USA,
Vietnam, and India. The report also added that
the imported feed wheat in Northern Ireland
was higher during 2019. Additionally, in
2020, the corn farmers were also suffering the
brunt as prices hit a low of P9 per kilogram,
way below the production cost of P11 per
kilogram (Ravanera, 2020).

The average domestic wholesale price of yellow
corn grain in the Philippines was
approximately 20.46 Philippine pesos per
kilogram in 2023. Corn production in the
country has been declining recently,
particularly yellow corn, resulting in an
increase in corn imports (Balita, 2024). In
addition to this, the study of Balbaguio and
Cristobal (2020) emphasized that recently,
corn farming was reported to be successful.
However, there are still unheard laments and
unspoken cries the corn farmers have.

1. METHODOLOGY
Research Design. The design used in this study
is Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis
(IPA) which focuses on how individuals
understand major life events and their
experiences. A method of qualitative analysis
that seeks to offer in-depth analyses of
individuals’ lived experiences. Since humans
are understanding individuals, they developed a
narrative of lived experience on its terms as
opposed to one that is dictated by theoretical
ideas that already exist. It also acknowledges
that this is an interpretive activity from the
study of Smith and Osborn (2015).
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Locale of the Study

This study was conducted at barangay
Onica, Kidapawan City, particularly to the
members and officers who are involved in
Onica’s farmers’ association. Onica is situated
at approximately 7.0373, 124.9578, (7°2 North,
24°57° East) in the city of Kidapawan,
Province of North Cotabato island of
Mindanao. It is estimated that the surface
temperature at these locations is 97.0 meters,
or 318.2 feet, above normal sea level. Its
population as determined by the 2020 census
was 1,573. The barangays listed are bordered
by Onica: New Bugasong, Matalam, Cotabato,
Katipunan, M’lang, Cotabato, Macebolig,
Kidapawan Cotabato, Amazion, Kidapawan,
Cotabato, Manupal, Matalam, Cotabato,
Binoligan, Kidapawan, Cotabato and Amas,
Kidapawan, Cotabato.

Matalam Matinan Gayola

Central Patadon East
Malamote

Katipunan
Amas
>alapitan
. Binoligan
Manupal Onica
Amazion
Katipunan Macebolig

alipe Purok 2 Sumbac

> New Lawaan Junction

Figure 1. Location of Brgy. Onica,
Kidapawan City

Brief Profile. There are a lot of farmers
in Barangay Onica, but only 75 farmers
are registered with the association. The age
range of the participants was 30-65 years old.
They wusually planted coconut, banana,
sugarcane, corn, and rice. They own farmland
with at least 500 square meters (1/2 ha) up to
2 hectares.

Sources of Data. This qualitative study used an
Interpretative =~ Phenomenological  Analysis
(IPA) approach, and all the data from this
study were collected through semi-structured
interviews that were audio- recorded. The
field notes, audio recordings, guide questions,
and semi- structured interviews were the
sources of data and information in this research.
The researcher also prepared a consent form for
the key informants, emphasizing their
permission to allow audio recordings and face-

to-face interviews. The transcription and the
data translation were also the sources of the
data.

Data Gathering Instrument. The research
instrument used in this study is a guide
question in an interview with a particular
participant in the study. The researcher
interviewed the officers of the Onica
Farmers’ Association, who are the primary
focus and the participants of this study. The
interview  questionnaire contained guide
questions regarding the status of corn farmers
during the high cost of agricultural inputs,
foods, and low crop prices, their difficulties,
and their strategies to counter low corn crop
prices. The responses of the participants were
also audio-recorded and transcribed
accordingly.

Participants of the Study. The participants of
the study were the officers and members of the
Farmers’ Association and residents of
barangay Onica, Kidapawan City, who were
identified through a purposive sampling
procedure.

Data Analysis. The method used in analyzing
qualitative data in this study was thematic
analysis, which involved going through a set
of data and searching for patterns in the
meaning of the data to identify themes.
Making sense of the data is an active process
of thinking, and the subjective experience of
the researcher is essential to the process.
Thematic analysis is an accessible, flexible,
and increasingly popular method of
qualitative data analysis as it provides the
foundation for the basic skills needed to
engage with other approaches to data analysis
in qualitative research studies (Braun &
Clarke, 2012). This procedure suits the study
on identifying the status of corn farm owners,
their difficulties, and their strategies, as this
analysis extracted the relevant sources of
ideas  significant to developing new
knowledge.

IV. Results and Discussion

This chapter highlighted the results gathered
from the key informants involved in this study
as well as the interpretation and discussions of
the significant responses.
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Status of Corn Farm Owners

This theme, answers the first research
question regarding the status of corn farm
owners amidst the fluctuating price levels of
agricultural inputs and low corn crop prices.
Upon synthesizing the responses, the sub-
themes that emerged under this major theme
are: (1)

smallholder corn farm owners; (2) low financial
gain, and (3) corn farming retention.
Smallholder corn farm owners. As part of
identifying the status of corn farm owners, it
is vital to know the cost of their agricultural
inputs and the market value of corn when they
sell it as this will soon determine the level of
profit they have gained (or the income they
have loss) and the land area they farm.
Consequently, smallholder farmer -cultivates
crops on a limited scale, and in
developing countries, a smallholder farm is a
family-owned enterprise operating on up to 10
hectares or 24 acres. However, the majority of
smallholder farmers are cultivating less than 2
hectares or 5 acres of land (Knight, 2022).

As observed in barangay Onica, the majority
of the corn farm owners, even those who do
not belong in the farmers’ association owned
a corn area not exceeding 2 hectares, thus with
the statement of key informants 1 and 2, their
status is classified as smallholder farm
owners. Additionally, the corn farms in the
barangay are family-owned and/or managed
by families. With this, since the farm areas are
small-scale, their capital cost corresponds to
the scale of the area they farm which ranges
from Php. 15,0000 to Php. 30, 000 from
planting to cropping. Smallholder farmers in
barangay Onica are also the ones responsible
for selling their corn crop produce to traders
or crop buyers. The current price that they
may obtain from these traders is Php. 17 to
Php. 18 per kilo.

Hence, in determining the status of a corn
farm owner, it is also important to know their
land area with the amount they have spent in
the farming process and production as the
sustainability of agricultural production
depends on the costs of the farmers in the
production processes and the income they
earn after production. Price indices are

important for understanding the purchasing
power of farmers to examine the changes in
the purchasing power of farmers according to
products and years and to determine the effect
of price changes on agricultural production
(Bayramoglu et al., 2022).

Low Financial Gain. Corn farmers have
identified that in corn farming they have low
financial gain or profit due to the low prices
of corn in the market and their profit is just
enough to compensate forthe expenses they
have spent. According to the Philippine
Statistics Authority as reported by Business
Mirror (2021) the net-profit ratio of corn
farmers, which refers to the amount of income
that a corn farmer earns for every peso they
invest, fell to an 8-year low of 0.57 from 0.67
in 2019. This means that planters earned Php.
0.57 for every peso they spent to produce
corn. In the same report, the average farm-
gate price of all corn (combined yellow and
white) declined almost 7% year-on- year to
Php. 12.40 per kilogram, the lowest in three
years.

The corn farmers and owners in the barangay
reported low financial gains in corn farming
and this depends on the price of corn in the
market. There were times that corn crop
market prices dropped for corn farmers which
barely compensated for the cost they have
spent for the corn production. Currently, as
stated by key informant 1, the price for corn
crops was bought for Php. 18 per kilo and it is
enough to repay their expenses from planting
to cropping. However, Php. 18 per kilo is not
entirely an excellent price, itis only
enough to return the expenses for the whole
corn crop production excluding the labor
exerted by the corn farm owners at the same
time farmers for the entire 3-month cycle until
harvest up to tracking and selling. Corn farm
owners in Dbarangay Onica are poorly
compensated with the current trader’s price for
corn crops leading them to have low financial
gains for the whole production to post-
production (selling).

Buyers or traders have critical roles that are
advantageous to the farmers. The farmer is the
most disadvantaged actor compared to other
actors in terms of profit received. The farmer
has a lower profit share than the trader if
the farmer sells their produce as dehusked.
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Pests, the low price of corn, and the low quality
of farmer produce are the major problems
encountered by the market actors. Farmers
can sell their produce directly to the
processor through collective marketing, but
multi-disciplinary technical assistance is
needed (Lucas, 2023).

Corn Farming Retention. This is a process
wherein corn farmers or corn farm owners
retain or remain in corn farming despite the
challenges and threats to their financial or
economic status. The Department  of
Agriculture has created a corn program that
helps increase the production of corn by
promoting the utilization of white corn grains
to expand the market and ease the
pressure  of rice demands while continue
promoting productivity-enhancing and cost-
reducing measures to aid corn farms gain a
better income. Meanwhile, corn farmers grow
and retain corn farming as they use it for
livestock or poultry feed (Michigan State
University, 2016).

Corn farmers continue corn farming due to its
usage as feed to provide for their livestock farm.
Key informant 5 highlighted the benefit because
they retain in corn farming is because it
can be converted as feed for their poultry
farm though the key informant specified that
corn farming alone could not provide
completely their household needs. Corn
farming due to its low crop prices, only
became a side farming to be converted as
feeds for livestock farming as they offer more
produce and more demands in the market.
Maize or corn is the second most important
food crop (after rice) in the Philippines, and
the major source of income for one-third of
farmers (1.8 million). It is also the primary
source of feed for the Filipino poultry and
livestock industry and is being increasingly
used in the manufacturing sector (Gerpacio et
al., 2004). The Department of Agriculture
stated that corn is the second most important
crop in the Philippines. About 14 million
Filipinos prefer white corn as their main staple
and yellow corn accounts for about 50% of
livestock mixed for feeds.

Difficulties in Corn Farming

This theme, answers the second research
question about the difficulties faced by corn

farm owners in fluctuating price levels of
agricultural inputs and low corn crop prices.
The sub-themes that emerged in this major
theme  are: (1) low  crop price; (2)
natural phenomenon; (3) high agricultural
input price; (4) oversupply/simultaneous
harvest and (5) sustenance inability of corn
farming.

Low Crop Price. The prices for corn crops
are relatively low for corn farmers and corn
farm owners, while there is an ongoing
demand for more agricultural inputs and
supplies for crops that put corn farmers at
stake. In barangay Onica, several farmers
have reported low corn prices among corn
traders. According to the latest estimates, the
USDA predicts lower crop prices due to
slowing demands for key commodities such
as wheat and corn which continues to depress
prices for farmers (Zimmerman, 2024).

Low prices for corn crops have been the main
difficulties of corn farmers and this has been due
to the poor pricing system in the market. Thus,
the government needs to review future
amendments for the benefit of the farmers.
Since farmers here in the Philippines are still
labeled as low-income social class
strata. Based on the statements of key
informants 1 and 5, they all experienced the
impact of low crop prices. Low crop prices
according to key informant 1 would lead them
to stop corn farming. Key informant 2 stated
that their financing is high while the crop
sales for corn are low, same with key
informant 5 said that there is a high
deduction on their incomes due to low crop
prices and they added that when Agricultural
Inputs price fall the price for corn also fall.
Smallholder corn farmers are prone to
experiencing difficulties in selling corn at
a plausible price and this is due to the
hitches of marketing and financing especially
when corn prices are low (Mayo & Villarta,
2023).

Natural Phenomenon. Natural phenomena
and disasters can impose risks on corn
farming. It may affect corn production
and may inflict damage and further financial
loss for corn farmers and corn farm owners.
Temperature and precipitation interact to
affect corn productivity. Short-term water
deficit and drought reduce growth and grain
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yield and are often the largest cause of crop
losses (Hatfield & Dold, 2018).

Destructive natural phenomena are identified
as a hindrance for corn farm owners in
barangay Onica towards their corn crop
production. These occurrences influence the
environment, the weather, and the climate to
which corn crops are sensitive. Thus, corn when
there is an unstable natural phenomenon can
be highly affected, such as harsh winds and
disastrous heat temperatures. The statements
of key informants 1 and 2 specified that natural
phenomena affected their corn farming. This
year, they have experienced high temperatures
that have impacted their farming. Key informant
1 said that they discontinued farming due to
too much heat; key informant 2 said that they
stopped corn farming because of the high heat
index phenomenon.

With this, it is vital in farming to know how
the climate and weather operate, as these are
uncontrolled factors that can greatly affect
farm production. Additionally, agriculture is
arguably the sector most dependent on
climate; the processing, transport, and storage
of agricultural products are also affected by
weather (Climate Copernicus n. d.).

High Agricultural Input Price. The price of
agricultural inputs impacts corn production
and the status of corn farmers as well. When
the agricultural inputs price is high, there is a
possibility that smallholder corn farm owners
may not afford the inputs and some will rely
on loans of debts to continue corn
farming. The increases in agricultural input
prices can largely be traced back to rising
energy prices due to some fertilizers are
derived from fossil fuels, and feed and seed
production is highly dependent on fertilizer
and fuel (Food Tank, 2024).

Corn farm owners and farmers faced
difficulties during corn crop production due to
the high agricultural input price. The
agricultural input price has a huge influence
on the entire corn crop production as this
serves as the base of the whole crop
production process. High agricultural input
price imposes struggles on corn farmers and
owners especially those smallholder ones as it
can largely affect their finances and
livelihood. As stated by key informant 1,
during high agricultural input prices, they

could never repay what they have spent in the
crop production process while key informant
2 emphasized the imbalance of high
agricultural input price to the low corn crop
prices which imposed  unreasonable
agricultural pricing system. Key informant 4
on the other hand included that input prices
are fluctuating. When the agricultural input
price is low, there is a higher chance that the
crop is low too, hence, it does not give off a
higher gain for corn farmers. Thus, the
vulnerability of corn farmers to the fluctuating
market prices of their corn products affected
their financial status and sustenance.
Additionally, smallholder corn farmers
encounter difficulties in market access and
financing, with low corn prices, high input
costs, and limited market accessibility being
significant concerns similarly, the
profitability of these farmers is low resulting
in a meager or low income (Mayo & Villarta,
2023).

Oversupply/Simultaneous Harvest.
Oversupply for corn production due to
simultaneous harvest leads to corn price drop.
This simultaneous harvest is dependent on the
season of cropping wherein farmers harvest
corn crops at the same time resulting in an
oversupply of corn production which is a
factor of low price. The corn market has been
severely affected since for years, there has been
chronic  overproduction and  depressed
commodity prices of crops (National Farmers
Union, 2020).

Oversupply due to overproduction which is
also due to simultaneous harvest is one of the
main drivers for a worse corn crop price drop.
Oversupply happens when farmers harvest at
the same time since cropping is per season. This
phenomenon however is inevitable as they farm
corn according to a specific season for
planting or cropping. One reason aside from
this is when the farmers have larger corn crop
produce than normal. When there’s too much
supply of corn crops in the market, a high
probability that traders will buy these corn
crops for a much lower price.

Sustenance Inability of Corn Farming. Corn
farming alone according to the farmers is not
enough to sustain their daily and basic needs.
Thus, corn farmers could not depend on corn
farming solely, others, have other crops and
do different farming aside from corn to sustain

their household needs. The profitability of
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corn among smallholder farmers in the
Philippines is low, and corn farming appears
to be the least profitable among all crops (Mayo
& Villarta, 2023). This means, that corn
farming alone for a smallholder corn farm
owner could not sustain their daily needs
within their household or family.
Dependency in corn farming alone could not
sustain a household especially if a farmer is a
smallholder farm owner managing its
production and post-production (selling)
while suffering during high agricultural input
price and/or low corn crop prices. According
to the statements of key informants 1, 3, and
5, the corn farming could not sustain their
needs. Key informant 1 said they could not
pay back what they had spent due to low corn
crop price, while key informant 3 said that
corn farming could not sustain their daily
needs for food while key informant 4 said it
could not sustain too since they still have
grandchildren that they send to school. On
the other hand, key informant 5 said that it
has a huge impact on their household, which
is why they do poultry on the sides.

Strategies to Counter the Difficulties in
Corn Farming

This theme, specifically answers the third
research question regarding the strategies
applied or implemented by corn farm owners to
counter the difficulties they have identified in
corn farming. This theme has the following
sub-themes and these are: (1) Farmer’s
Association Support (50:50 scheme); (2) Corn
Farm Expansion; (3) Crop Rotation and; (4)
Traditional Farming.

Farmers’ Association Support (50:50
Scheme). The farmers’ associations are groups
that are organized per barangay consisting of
farmers from different crop production (rice,
corn, sugarcane, root crops). These associations
are registered in the city’s agriculture office.
The farmers’ association in Onica is
registered under the city’s agriculture office of
Kidapawan City. Through this association, the
members can receive support from the
government in terms of agricultural supplies,
particularly inputs such as seeds and
fertilizers.

The role of a Farmers’ Association is to give

direction to the farmers in a given or particular
barangay. In Onica, the association helped
farmers to be informed on the latest trends in
the agricultural domain, which include news,
information, farming methods, supplies,
assistance, and benefits. The association in the
barangay also helped farmers within its scope
regardless of whether they were members or
not of the association to assist them by
lending them agricultural inputs such as
seedlings and fertilizers which were provided
by the government. This kind of method is
called the 50:50 scheme is run by the Farmers’
Association in every barangay which allows
farmers to continue farming despite the
fluctuating price levels of agricultural inputs.

As based on the statements of key informants
1, 2, and 3, they have received support from
the association that they have participated in.
Key informant 1 said that their association may
receive support or assistance such as seedlings
from the government for corn farmers, while
key informant 3 said that they may lend
agricultural inputs, specifically fertilizers to
their association to aid their corn farming.
Then, key informant 2 specified the strategy
called the 50:50 scheme which their association
offered for farmers that was run by the
government. According to the National Food
Authority issued in 2003, qualified farmer-
beneficiaries (FBs) of this program shall be
given support of 2 bags of fertilizer per
hectare up to a maximum of 2 hectares per
farmer, on a 50:50 scheme (50% equity from
farmers and 50% subsidy from the government).
The authorized 50% subsidy however should
not exceed Php. 500 per hectare. The subsidy
therefore is either 50% of the value of the 2
bags of fertilizer or Php 500.00 per hectare
whichever is lower. Any amount more than
Php 500 per hectare shall be paid in cash by
the FB to NFA before the issuance of fertilizer.

Corn Farm Expansion. Corn farm expansion
is one strategy identified by one corn farmer
in Onica in other to have more profit in corn
farming. It is where you expand the area of land
you farm for corn crops to have more yield.
Since the farmers in barangay, Onica were
smallholders owning land that is not more
than 1 or 2 hectares, expansion for corn
farming is a considered option to further
improve their income and profit in corn
production.
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Land area expansion for corn farming is
viewed to have a larger crop production and
larger income. This strategy is viewed as a
positive relation which is assessed as the larger
the variable for farm area, the higher the gain.
According to the statement of key informant 3,
they suggested that one technique to counter
their difficulties in corn farming is to expand
their corn farm. The more expansion they made,
the more financial gain they would expect. As
farms become larger, fixed costs per unit of
production decline. These fixed cost declines
are typically related to machinery equipment,
and labor costs. In addition, as farms expand,
they are often in a better position to purchase
and adopt new technology.

Crop Rotation. Planting different crops on
the same soil or land is a strategy identified
by one farmer in Barangay Onica. The
process of crop rotation is done when one crop
is cheaper, and the other is more expensive.
They will change their crop production if the
other crop is more expensive and switch to a
more expensive crop. The suitable crops within
the barangay as an option for crop rotation
are cassava, sugarcane, corn, or coconut. Crop
rotation or rotating crops is a process that
involves the sequential planting of different
crops on the same plot of land. The rotation or
switching of crops also improves soil health,
optimizes soil nutrients, and combats pests
and weeds (Yugov, 2020).

Switching two or more crops can help corn farm
owners to not depend on one crop alone. Like
corn, which is oftentimes problematic in the
market regarding its pricing system, corn farm
owners may stop farming corn crops and
switch to other crops that offer good prices in
the market and high financial gain. As stated
by key informant 2 one of their strategies to
counter the difficulties in corn farming is
through crop rotation. They rotate from corn
to other crops such as sugarcane depending on
the price that runs in the market especially
when there’s a low price for corn crops.
Farmers in Onica mainly farm between
sugarcanes, bananas, corn, or cassava. Corn
farmers and owners prefer to plant sugarcane
over corn when corn has a problematic price
since sugarcane has a reasonable market price
and does not require regular upkeep or costly
maintenance and inputs compared to corn.

However, as observed in the barangay, corn
farmers tend to go back to corn farming
because sugarcanes take one year to harvest
while corn only takes 3 months.

Traditional Farming. This strategy is an old-
fashioned way of farming. One farmer in Onica
believed that traditional methods using cheaper
varieties of corn using manual labor can help
them to have fewer expenses in corn
production. Traditional farming also involves
indigenous knowledge of farming, traditional

tools, natural resources, and organic fertilizers
(Jagran, 2018).

Traditional farming is still observed in
barangay Onica. Some farmers may lean
toward this option to escape or avoid the high-
cost expenses for agricultural supplies and
inputs. Traditional farmers in the barangay
use a cheaper variety of corn seedlings to save
money from expensive hybrid corn seedlings
or varieties. Though the cheaper variety of
corn is also cheap when sold in the market,
this strategy for traditional farmers is applied
only if there is a financial struggle for
financing corn production. Additionally,
traditional farming may also involve less
dependence on fertilizers, pesticides, and
other inputs. It is also safer for the environment
and lays lesser risks for financial loss as
traditional farming is often subject to non-
costly productions.

As key informant 2 highlighted the strategy
farmers implemented to reduce the cost was to
rely on traditional farming wherein, they used
inexpensive seedlings. In this way, corn
farmers can lessen their expenses in their
financing. With this, compared with the
modern farming system, the traditional system
is less costly but also less productive for
farmers, slightly less detrimental to the
environment, and more favored by society
(Acheampong, 2022).

V. SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATION

This chapter discusses the summary of data
collection and analysis, the conclusions on the
challenges and issues, and lastly the
recommendation for improved programs and
price systems for corn farmers and corn farm
owners.
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Summary

This Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis
(IPA) research study came up with various
themes that answered the questions of the
study. On the status of corn farm owners in
barangay, Onica, the sub-themes that emerged
were the smallholder farmers, low financial
gain, and corn farming retention.

On the difficulties of corn farm owners, the
sub-themes that emerged were the low crop
price, sustenance inability of corn farming,
natural phenomenon, high agricultural input
price, and oversupply or simultaneous harvest
of corn farmers during cropping seasons.

Finally, for the strategies that the farmers
applied to counter the difficulties in corn
farming, the sub-themes that emerged were
Farmers’  Association  Support (50:50
Scheme), crop rotation, corn farm expansion,
and traditional farming.

Conclusion

This study was able to determine the status of
corn farm owners under the Farmers’
Association of Barangay Onica, Kidapawan
City, as well as their difficulties and issues
regarding corn farming. The study shows that
various factors contribute to the status of corn
farm owners on whether their corn farming is
successful or a failure and this comes from
both sides, the price level of agricultural
inputs and the overall expenses for corn
production and the price system of corn crops
among the traders and its market value.

With regards to the difficulties that corn farmers
have faced, it is rooted mainly in low corn crop
prices, the risks of natural phenomena,
sustenance inability of corn farming, high
agricultural input prices, and the oversupply
or simultaneous harvest of corn every
cropping season.

To counter these difficulties and problems, the
corn farmers in barangay Onica, Kidapawan
City have put forward strategies in corn
farming. The result of this study shows
strategies such as the Farmers’ Association
Support (50:50 scheme), crop rotation, corn
farm expansion, and traditional farming.

Recommendations

Based on the results of this study, the
following recommendations are  highly
suggested.

Policymakers should review the programs and
policies to improve the provisions for corn
farmers’ sake, especially those smallholder corn
farm owners and farmers. Policymakers can
also stabilize and balance the price system for
agricultural products, especially for corn crops’
traders and market value.

The Local Government Unit of Kidapawan City
and the Barangay Local Government Unit
should pay enough attention to smallholder corn
farm owners and farmers and allocate them with
enough support for agricultural inputs, supplies,
and equipment for an improved and more
innovative way of corn farming.

The community of corn farmers should
coordinate more with the local government
units about their thoughts and suggestions as
they are the ones who experienced first-hand
the issues and concerns regarding corn
farming. They should also get involved more
in farmers’ association discussions for an
improved corn farming system.

Future researchers can refer to this study when
conducting research relevant to the status of
corn farm owners or similar studies on the
fluctuating price levels of agricultural inputs
and low corn crop prices to further discover
new knowledge in the field of local policy
implementation.

REFERENCES

Acheampong, E. O., Sloan, S., Sayer, J.,
& Macgregor, C. J. (2022). African forest-
fringe farmers benefit from modern farming
practices despite high environmental impacts.
Land, 11(2), 145.
Balbaguio, L. B., & Cristobal, J. (2020).
Price Checkoff of Corn Yield in the Market.
A Published Research Paper. Presented to
the Faculty of Ardemil National High School,
Ardemil, Sara, Iloilo, Philippines.
Balita, C. (2023). Production volume of corn
in the Philippines from 2012 t02022
Retrieved from:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/751372/phi

www.ijjemh.com

Page 216


https://www.statista.com/statistics/751372/philippines-corn-production/

International Journal of Engineering, Management and Humanities (IJEMH)
Volume 6, Issue 3, May-June, 2025 pp: 205-220 ISSN: 2584-2145 ww.ijemh.com

lippines-corn- production/.

Balita, C. (2023). Total land area used for corn
cultivation in the Philippines from 2016-
2022. Retrieved from:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1045658/la
nd-area-used-

for-corn-cultivation-philippines/.

Balita, C. (2024). Agriculture in the
Philippines — statistics & facts. Retrieved
from:
https://www.statista.com/topics/5744/agriculture
-industry-in- the-

philippines/#topicOverview.

Balita, C. (2024). Domestic wholesale price
of yellow corn grain in the Philippine from
2013 to 2023. Retrieved from:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1046953/p
hilippines- domestic-wholesale-price-yellow-
corn-grain/.

Bayacag, P., & Rola, A. C. (2001). Farm
environment, farmer knowledge and technical
efficiency: An investigation among upland
corn farmers in Bukidnon, Philippines.
Bayramoglu, Z., Agizan, S., Merve, B. A.
& Agizan, K. (2022). THE EFFECT OF
AGRICULTURAL INPUT PRICES ON
FARMERS' PURCHASE POWER.
AGROSYM.

Boquet, Y., & Boquet, Y. (2017). The
Philippine Agriculture: Weaknesses and
Controversies. The Philippine Archipelago,
259-299.

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2012) Thematic
analysis. American Psychological
Association, 2012.

Briones, R. M. (2014). The vrole of
mineral Sfertilizers in transforming
Philippine agriculture (No. 2014-14). PIDS
Discussion Paper Series.

Briones, R. M. (2021). Philippine
agriculture: Current state, challenges, and
ways forward.

Business Mirror. (2021). Income from
planting corn fell to 8-year low— report.
Retrieved from:
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/11/03/inc
ome-from- planting-corn-falls-to-8-year-low-
report/.

Business Mirror. (2022). Farmers need
support amid high input prices. Retrieved

from:
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/02/02/far
mers-need- supportamid-high-input-prices/.

Cardell, L. & Michellson H. (2022). Price risk
and small farmer maize storage in Dub-
Saharan Africa: New insights into a long-
standing puzzle. American Journal of

Agricultural Economics. doi:
10.1111/ajae.12343.

Centino, Z. M. H., & Vista, A. B. (2017).
What Determine Corn Farmers’ Decision to
Adapt to Climate Change Impacts in Bohol,
Philippines.

Chatterjee,C., (2010). Risk  management
in agriculture. Retrieved September 17,
2010, from https://www.farm-
d.prg/app/uploads/2019/05/Deutsche-Bank-
Research-Risk- Management-in-Agriculture-
091710.pdf.

Climate Copernicus. (n. d.). Global
Agricultural  project.  Retrieved  from:
https://climate.copernicus.eu/global-
agriculture-project.

Creswell, M. J. (2000). Teacher-written
feedback: Student perceptions, teacher self-
assessment, and actual teacher performance.
Journal of Second Language Writing, 9(3),
227-257.

Dastagiri, M. B., & Bhavigna, L. (2019). The
theory of agricultural price bubble & price
crash in global economy. Applied economics
and finance, 6(5), 168-176.

David, C. (2003). 'Agriculture', in Arsenio
M. Balisacan, and Hal Hill (eds), The
Philippine Economy: Development, Policies,
and Challenges (New York, 2003; online edn,
Oxford  Academic, 1 Novw. 2003),
https://doi.org/10.1093/0195158989.003.0006
, accessed

6 May 2024.

Department of Agriculture. (2022). Links
corn farmers to feed millers.

Retreived from:
https://cagayandeoro.da.gov.ph/?p=58304.

Department of Agriculture. (n. d.). Corn
Program. Retrieved from:
https://rfo3.da.gov.ph/corn-program/.

Food and Agriculture Organization.
(2014). The State of Food and Agriculture

www.ijjemh.com

Page 217


https://www.statista.com/statistics/751372/philippines-corn-production/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/751372/philippines-corn-production/
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1045658/land-area-used-
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1045658/land-area-used-
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1045658/land-area-used-
http://www.statista.com/topics/5744/agriculture-industry-in-
http://www.statista.com/topics/5744/agriculture-industry-in-
http://www.statista.com/topics/5744/agriculture-industry-in-
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1046953/philippines-
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1046953/philippines-
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1046953/philippines-
https://doi.org/10.1093/0195158989.003.0006
https://doi.org/10.1093/0195158989.003.0006

International Journal of Engineering, Management and Humanities (IJEMH)
Volume 6, Issue 3, May-June, 2025 pp: 205-220 ISSN: 2584-2145 ww.ijemh.com

2014. In Brief. Retrieved from:
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core
/bitstreams/6¢89 9d13-ec6d-4d6f-bel4-
1b3844cc625a/content.

Food and Agriculture Organization. (2018).
World Food and Agriculture. Statistical

Pocketbook. Retrieved from:
https://www.globalagriculture.org/fileadmin/file
s/weltagrarberic

ht/Weltagrarbericht/10B%C3%A4uerlicheIndus
trielleLW/Pocketb 00k2018.pdf.

Food and Agriculture Organization. (2023).
World Food and Agriculture. Statistical

Yearbook. Retrieved from:
https://www.globalagriculture.org/fileadmin/file
s/weltagrarberic

ht/Weltagrarbericht/10B%C3%A4uerlichelndus
trielleLW/2023Sta tisticalY earbook.pdf.

Food Tank. (2024). The Impact of Higher
Input Prices for Farmers, Food Security, and
the Planet. Retrieved from:
https://foodtank.com/news/2022/06/the-
impact-of-higher-input-  prices-for-farmers-
food-security-and-the-planet/.

Ganbold, S. (2023). Maize production
volume in the Philippines from 2013 to
2023, with a forecast for 2022/2024.
Retrieved from:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1398640/p
hilippines-maize- production-volume/.
Gerpacio, R. V., Labios, J. D., Labios, R. V.,
& Diangkinay, E. 1. (2004). Maize in the

Philippines: production systems,
constraints, and  research  priorities.
CIMMYT.

Global Agriculture. (2023). Industrial

Agriculture and Small-Scale
Farming. Retrieved from:
https://www.globalagriculture.org/report-
topics/industrial- agriculture-and-small-scale-
farming.html.

Hatfield, J. L., & Dold, C. (2018). Climate
change impacts on corn phenology and
productivity. Corn: Production and human
health in changing climate, 95.

Hapinat, H. & Montero, E. (2023).
Development of Corn-based Farming
System in Response to Climate
Change. 10.13140/RG.2.2.15308.28801.
Huka, H., Ruoja, C., & Mchopa, A. (2014).
Price fluctuation of agricultural products and
its impact on small scale farmers

development: Case analysis from Kilimanjaro
Tanzania. European Journal of Business
Management.

International Labour Organization. (n. d.).
Five Studies of the Philippine Agriculture
Sector. Summary Analysis and Policy
Recommendations. Retrieved from:
https://webapps.ilo.org/wcmsp5S/groups/public
/---asia/---ro bangkok/---ilo-
manila/documents/publication/wcms_843646.

pdf.

International Trade
Administration. (2024) Philippines -
Country Commercial Guide
Rettrieved from:

https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-
guides/philippines- agricultural-sectors.

Iowa PBS. (2022). Overproduction leads to
low prices. Retrieved from:
https://www.iowapbs.org/iowapathways/artifact/
1605/overprod uction-leads-low-prices.

Jagran, J. (2018). Traditional Agriculture and

its impact on the environment.
Retrieved
from: https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-

knowledge/traditional- agriculture-and-its-
impact-on-the-environment-1518096259-1.

Jeyaramya, M. (2022). Barriers and
Challenges-agricultural Marketing of the
Produce Faced by the Farmers in Tamilnadu.
International Journal of Health Sciences, (V),
1055-1061.

Jiva. (2024). What are the common problems
and challenges that farmers face? Retrieved
from: https://www.jiva.ag/blog/what-are- the-
most-common-problems-and-challenges-that-
farmers-face.

Karthikeyan, G. (2016). Problems in the
marketing of agricultural goods. International
Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and
Modern Education (IJMRME), 2(1), 233-235.

Knight, A. (2022). What is a smallholder
farmer? Retrieved from:
https://www.heifer.org/blog/what-is-a-
smallholder-farmer.html.

Labios, R. V., Tamisin Jr, L. L., Labios, J.
D., Medina, C. M., Ocampo Jr,
E. P., Miciano, D. M., ... & Manalo, J. O.

www.ijjemh.com

Page 218


http://www.globalagriculture.org/fileadmin/files/weltagrarberic
http://www.globalagriculture.org/fileadmin/files/weltagrarberic
http://www.globalagriculture.org/fileadmin/files/weltagrarberic
http://www.globalagriculture.org/fileadmin/files/weltagrarberic
http://www.globalagriculture.org/fileadmin/files/weltagrarberic
http://www.globalagriculture.org/fileadmin/files/weltagrarberic
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1398640/philippines-maize-
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1398640/philippines-maize-
http://www.statista.com/statistics/1398640/philippines-maize-
http://www.globalagriculture.org/report-topics/industrial-
http://www.globalagriculture.org/report-topics/industrial-
http://www.globalagriculture.org/report-topics/industrial-
https://webapps.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro
https://webapps.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro
http://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/philippines-
http://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/philippines-
http://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/philippines-
http://www.iowapbs.org/iowapathways/artifact/1605/overprod
http://www.iowapbs.org/iowapathways/artifact/1605/overprod
http://www.iowapbs.org/iowapathways/artifact/1605/overprod
http://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/traditional-
http://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/traditional-
http://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/traditional-
http://www.jiva.ag/blog/what-are-
http://www.jiva.ag/blog/what-are-
http://www.heifer.org/blog/what-is-a-smallholder-farmer.html
http://www.heifer.org/blog/what-is-a-smallholder-farmer.html
http://www.heifer.org/blog/what-is-a-smallholder-farmer.html

International Journal of Engineering, Management and Humanities (IJEMH)
Volume 6, Issue 3, May-June, 2025 pp: 205-220 ISSN: 2584-2145 ww.ijemh.com

(2002). Conservation Tillage Strategies for
Corn Grown in Paddy Fields: Using On-
Farm Research for Technology Transfer. In
Proceedings 12th ISCO Conference (pp.
369-373).

Langemeier, M., & Bochlje, M. (2017). Does
Your Farm Need to Expand?
farmdoc daily, 7(141).

Lucas, J. S. (2023). Market Chain Analysis of
White Corn in Abra. Mountain Journal of
Science and Interdisciplinary Research

(formerly Benguet State University Research
Journal), 83(1), 94- 109.

Mandala, G. N., Sangode, P. B., Devi, S. A.,
& Gandreti, V. R. R. (2021). Problems and
Constraints Faced by Farmers in Financing
and Marketing of Agricultural Produce in
India. Universal Journal of Accounting and
Finance, 9(2), 139-144.

Manuel, C. C. (2018). Small-scale corn
farmers  misfortunes. Retrieved from:
https://essc.org.ph/content/archives/10523/.
Mayo, R. and Villarta, L. (2023) Obstacle in
Corn Production and the Livelihood Activities
of Smallholder Farmers in South Central
Philippines. Open Journal of Social Sciences,
11, 573-586. doi: 10.4236/jss.2023.1110032.
Michigan State University. (2016). How to
grow corn? Retrieved from:
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources’how_to gr
ow_corn#:~:text=
Field%20corn%20is%20used%620as,dried%20to
%20be%?20eaten%?2 Opopped.

National Food Authority. (2003). Implementing
Guidelines on the Procurement and Distribution
of Fertilizer under the GMA Rice Program.
Retrieved from:

http://nfaweb.nfa.gov.ph/webapp/msd/sopweb.n
st/a426b28aad7
8102648257949001db49a/17d09490ed75fdae48
25795a001fa665

?0penDocument.

National Farmers Union. (2020). Farmers are
Losing Money on Many Major Commodities.
Retrieved from:
https://nfu.org/2020/09/03/farmers-are-losing-
money-on-many- major-commodities/.

Naval, R. C., & Dolojan, F. M. (2020).
Determinants of Bt corn (Zea mays L.)
adoption in Cagayan Valley, Philippines. J.
Crit. Rev, 7(11), 9- 13.

Nordhagen, S. (2024). The Impact of Higher
Input Prices for Farmers, Food Security and
the Planet. Retrieved from:
https://foodtank.com/news/2022/06/the-
impact-of-higher- input-prices-for-farmers-
food-security-and-the-planet/.

OECD. (2024). Agricultural Policy
Monitoring and Evaluation. Retrieved from:
https://www.oecd-

ilibrary.org/agriculture-and- food/agricultural-
policy-monitoring-and-evaluation-
2023 bl4de474-en.

Philippine  Institute  for  Development
Studies. (2021). Infobits of Corn Farming in
the Philippines. Retrieved from:
https://www.pids.gov.ph/details/resource/info

graphics- infobits/corn-farming-in-the-
philippines.
Prabhakara, B N. (2014).

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING AND
ITS

PROBLEMS A STUDY. Journal of
Emerging Technologies and Innovative
Research, Volume 9(Issue 3), 545-550.

Ravanera, O. R. (2020). CORN PRICES
FALL TO ALL-TIME LOW: MILLIONS
OF FARMERS IN SEVERE PAIN.
Retrieved from:
https://cda.gov.ph/updates/corn-prices-fall-to-
all-time-low-  millions-of-farmers-in-severe-
pain/.

Rodale Institute. (2024). Crop rotations.
Retrieved from:
https://rodaleinstitute.org/why-
organic/organic-farming-
rotations/.

Sanjari,M., Bahramnezhad, F., Fomani, F.
K., Shogi, M., & Cheraghi, M.

A. (2014). Ethical challenges of researchers in
qualitative studies: the necessity to develop a
specific guideline. Journal of Medical Ethics
and History of Medicine, 7.

practices/crop-

Scheib, C. (2023). The Global Agriculture
System. Retrieved from:

www.ijjemh.com

Page 219


https://doi.org/10.4236/jss.2023.1110032
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/how_to_grow_corn#%3A~%3Atext%3D
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/how_to_grow_corn#%3A~%3Atext%3D
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/how_to_grow_corn#%3A~%3Atext%3D
http://nfaweb.nfa.gov.ph/webapp/msd/sopweb.nsf/a426b28aad7
http://nfaweb.nfa.gov.ph/webapp/msd/sopweb.nsf/a426b28aad7
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-
http://www.pids.gov.ph/details/resource/infographics-
http://www.pids.gov.ph/details/resource/infographics-
http://www.pids.gov.ph/details/resource/infographics-

International Journal of Engineering, Management and Humanities (IJEMH)
Volume 6, Issue 3, May-June, 2025 pp: 205-220 ISSN: 2584-2145 ww.ijemh.com

https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Courses/ HACC
_Central Pennsylva

nia%?27s_Community College/ANTH 205%
3A_ Cultures_of the Wo

rld_Perspectives _on_Culture (Scheib)/06%3
A_Subsistence/6.06%

3A The Global Agriculture System.

Smith J.A., & Osborn M. (2015).
Interpretative phenomenological analysis as
a useful methodology for research on the lived
experience of pain. doi:
10.1177/2049463714541642. PMID:
26516556; PMCID: PMC4616994.

Tilendo, S. 1. (2019). Corn Production
Practices in the Province of Maguindanao,
Philippines. JAMURE International Journal
of Ecology and Conservation, 27(1), 1-1.

Tong, A. (2012). Factors influencing price of
agricultural products and stability
countermeasures. Asian Agricultural
Research. doi: 10.22004/ag.econ.137216.

Tongco, M. D. C. (2007). Purposive Sampling
as a Tool for Informant Selection.
Ethnobotany Research and Applications, 5,
147—-158. Retrieved from
https://ethnobotanyjournal.org/index.php/era/a
rticle/view/126.

Tothova, M. (2011). Main challenges of price
volatility in agricultural commodity markets:
Methods to analyse agricultural commodity
price volatility, 13-29. doi: 10.1007/978-1-
4419-7634-5-2.

United Stated Environmental Protection
Agency. (2023). Agriculture and Natural
Events and Disasters. Retrieved from:
https://www.epa.gov/agriculture/agriculture-
and-natural-events- and-disasters.

United States Environmental Protection
Agency. (n. d.). Climate Impacts on
Agriculture and Food  Supply. Retrieved
from:
https://climatechange.chicago.gov/climate-
impacts/climate- impacts-agriculture-and-
food-supply.

Villaver, J. P., Alivio, E. M., Hajim, J. A.,
& Laylay, R. J. H. (2021). Traditional
maize farming management practices and
family involvement of smallholder farmers in
Aurora, Zamboanga del sur, Philippines.

Word Atlas of Desertification. (2019).
Extent of Global Agriculture. Retrieved
from:

https://wad.jrc.ec.europa.eu/globalagriculture.

Yara. (2024). Application strategies in corn
production. Retrieved from:
https://www.yara.ph/crop-
nutrition/corn/application-strategies- in-corn-
production/.

Yugov,L.(2020).
Retrievedfrom:
https://psci.princeton.edu/tips/2020/3/21/agric
ulture-101.

AGRICULTURE.

Zhang, Y., & Wildemuth, B. M. (2009).
Qualitative analysis of content. Applications
of social research methods to questions in
information and library science, 308-319.

Zimmerman, S. (2024).

USDA predicts lower crop prices
for key commodities  in 2024.
Retrieved from:

https://www.agriculturedive.com/news/usda-
crop-prices-wheat- corn-soybeans-beef-
chicken-pork/713308/.

www.ijjemh.com

Page 220


http://www.epa.gov/agriculture/agriculture-and-natural-events-
http://www.epa.gov/agriculture/agriculture-and-natural-events-
http://www.epa.gov/agriculture/agriculture-and-natural-events-
http://www.yara.ph/crop-nutrition/corn/application-strategies-
http://www.yara.ph/crop-nutrition/corn/application-strategies-
http://www.yara.ph/crop-nutrition/corn/application-strategies-
http://www.agriculturedive.com/news/usda-crop-prices-wheat-
http://www.agriculturedive.com/news/usda-crop-prices-wheat-
http://www.agriculturedive.com/news/usda-crop-prices-wheat-

